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01 Adriatica HQ

Description
The Headquarters of the real estate company Adriatica Immobiliare is now located at
the centre of Jesolo Lido, near Venice, at footsteps from the sea. The building is a part of
recent mix-use development which includes residential, retail and oﬃce spaces. The main
concept is the inevitable need of opening up to the square in front of the building of obvious
commercial reasons. This has been translated into a transparent glass enclosure which allows
to see the window display as well as the activities inside. The type of program for this project
included a mix of oﬃce areas and showroom. The layout is organized in order to create a
large public area immediately after the transparent glass enclosure, which is deﬁned also by
the 10 meter long reception counter that is the main element placed in this open space. The
oﬃces instead are located in the back of the building, in a more private and less transparent
area from the outside.The interior partitions of the oﬃces are glass walls, so that the entire
space is read as one, but there is still a good acoustic separation that provides privacy if
needed. The 350 square meter building is organized on two levels, the ground ﬂoor and the
basement level which includes the meeting room, the restrooms, the technical rooms, the
archive and a large storage room. At the centre of the ground ﬂoor, a full-height tapered
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core is hiding two large concrete columns and several plumbings and is a sort of generous
cabinet ﬁnished with horizontal wood siding. This element is also a sort of hinge for all the
offices and circulation around it. The traditional window display idea is here abandoned
for a much contemporary system which includes a lcd display integrated in the curtainwall, which is easily updated anytime there is a new project to be displayed. The floor is
20cm planks of natural oak which module the position of the elements in the space; the
lighting is completely recessed in the dropped ceiling and they are almost invisible during
the daytime. The air conditioning diﬀusers are very thin slots of 2cm inserted in the dropped
ceiling, while the heating is a ﬂoor radiant system. The lower portion of the dropped ceiling,
which runs for the entire length of the building, has the function of hiding the technical
systems and is also the link among the linear sequence of spaces divided by the transparent
partitions. The corresponding volume reduction, which deﬁnes the reception counter area, is
underlined by two horizontal light coves, one on the back millwork wall and the other under
the counter. These lights, along with the halogen recessed ceiling lights, are creating a warm
and pleasant tone during the late afternoon working hours.
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outSIDE
JM ARCHITECTURE
01 Caﬀè diMezzo

Description
The line guide for the remodelling of the Caffè di Mezzo,
located in Castelfranco Veneto near Treviso, is the idea of
creating essential space, defined by a linear design, simple
geometries and light eﬀects, with the intent of conferring it a
certain elegance and balance. The space, located on the ground
floor of a twentieth-century building, overlooks the arcades
surrounding a beautiful medieval castle, which contains the
historic centre of Giorgione’s hometown. The main feature
of this bar is its twenty meter long rectangular shape. The
project therefore emphasizes the longitudinal original shape
creating an important sense of perspective. Another important
feature of the space is the skylight, which opens into an inner
courtyard of the building. This element plays a signiﬁcant role
in the architectural composition, giving great character to the
bar service area below it. The new space is organized in two
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functional areas: the first, for service, is defined by a long linear
counter, one meter-twenty high, cladded in white corian and with
a bottom light cove which grants it a sense of lightness in the
space. The second area is the one reserved to the customers, and it’
s characterized by a bench upholstered in white leather which runs
longitudinally and turns around the walls at the end to emphasize
the continuity and wrap the space as much as possible. Aligned
with the main counter is a white corian full height block, with also
serves as a perimeter wall corresponding to the exterior private
setback space for the bar customers, made possible by setting
back the transparent glass enclosure. The longitudinal direction
is reinforced by the use of the wood flooring laid in the same
direction and by lacquered wood planks cladding the wall above
the bench. To give maximum strength to the perspective, linear
light coves are located in the dropped ceilings and immediately
above the bench’s backrest.
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JM ARCHITECTURE
01 Cassia Antica
Description
Remodelling project of a 1960s villa, located in a residential
complex along the historic consular roman road which
neighbours with the Veio natural park, at the north end of the
Italian capital. The villa, organized on three levels, has been
redesigned in order to accommodate very different functions
on every level. The basement level has been dedicated to play
and relax areas. This ﬂoor is hosting a large spa entirely cladded
in teak wood, with a 6 x 2.5 meter counter current lap pool
with hydro jets on the other end. On the other side of a clear
glass wall there’s a play room. Both areas are read as a large
single space due to the glass transparent wall. A sunken patio
is bringing natural light to this level and it creates a private
outdoor area protected from any sight of the neighbouring villas.
The ground level, which is hosting all the daytime functions, is
organized on two separated zones, on the left and right side of
the entrance catwalk. On the left side are located the kitchen,
family room and dining area, while on the right side are located
the study room and the living area. The distribution of each room
is planned in order to be able to reach every area from the foyer,
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without crossing any other space. This level is designed in strict
relationship with the outdoors. All rooms have an accessible
exterior area at the same ﬂoor height, which large curtain wall
façade which brings lots of natural light inside. The living area
has its outdoor projection with a covered patio, which is paved
with a wood deck with gravel inserts defining the walkable
and the meditation areas. On the upper level are located all the
bedrooms, with adjoining walk-in closets and bathrooms. All
bedrooms are equipped with a large built in desk, a plasma TV
as well as a minibar. As for the materials adopted, large space
has been given to natural wood. Besides the teak wood of the
basement level, the main wood chosen to add a warm touch to
every other space is Canadian maple, used for the custom made
ﬂoors and the solid wood wall cladding. Even the 1.800 square
meter outdoors are strongly characterized by the use of wood. All
decks are paved with Ipe wood. Other materials are gravel inserts
bamboo plants and grass.
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JM ARCHITECTURE
01 Como Loft
Description
When an old monastery located around the city of Como, Italy, was being
remodelled and converted into a residential complex, two adjacent units have
been connected to form this duplex apartment.
The shape of the original units is clearly enhanced by the different pitched
ceiling direction as well as by their diﬀerent heights. The main idea was to keep
the shell intact, maintaining the entire length of the unit open and invading
the space minimally. The result is the insertion of an enclosed box on one side
containing a small bedroom and two bathrooms, which leaves to an open
space the main functions of the home.The main entry is a very small foyer
which creates a sense of compression before entering the main gallery, where
the living spaces, kitchen, dining and living, are separated from the master
bedroom by a lacquered block.
In the drop between the two diﬀerent ceilings, a video projector is inserted to
play images on the wall above the kitchen. To allow the maximum projection
surface, the upper kitchen cabinets are hidden behind the wall and slide down
with a motorized system.
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The other characteristic element in the main space is the staircase, which is an
assembled steel beam with open treads made by a cantilever steel plate covered
in wood. Canadian maple has been carefully selected for the hardwood ﬂoors,
and since maple wood isn’t stable with radiant ﬂoor heating, the ﬂoor planks
were custom built with 2.5mm Canadian maple top and back layers on a
particle board. The 20cm width of the ﬂoor planks modulate the position of all
the elements, from the walls to the millwork. The ﬂoor planks also run up the
master suite wall, which is lit by an upper light cove.
All perimeter walls and ceilings hide an additional layer of thermal insulation
and the bathrooms are equipped with radiant panels in the ceiling. The walls
adjacent to other units have been covered with a led layer to give additional
acoustical insulation. Glacier white Corian is used for counter tops and sinks
in the kitchen, laundry room and bathrooms, for the bath-tub, showers and
parts of the bathroom walls. The house is fully automated and is managed by
a server located in the studio on the second level. Everything has been custom
designed, including the entire kitchen, bathroom sinks, beds, dining table, desks
and bath-tub.
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outSIDE
JM ARCHITECTURE
01 Dolomites House
Description
The idea of remodelling this house in the Dolomite mountains at the border
between Italy and Austria started because of an uncomfortable living situation.
The existing building presented a very large and high entry hall with the rooms
arranged around it, and it was always necessary to walk through it to move
around the house. On the ground ﬂoor, the kitchen, dining room, living room
and the stube were not proportioned to the size of the house and they couldn’t
get enough light.
For this reason the entire ground ﬂoor has been demolished, and a new interior
clear glass envelope with a gyp wall inserted is now the only separation among
the different spaces. Few new volumes have been added around the house to
extend the entry hall and the oversized family room, which include dining, relax
and study areas.

The house is controlled by a fully automated iBus system, and a particular
attention has been given to the audio video equipment, which also includes
invisible speakers plastered into walls or ceilings of different areas. Almost
everything has been custom designed, from the entire kitchen to the tables,
desks, and gas and wood ﬁreplaces. Since maple wood isn’t stable with radiant
ﬂoor heating, the ﬂoor planks were custom built with 2.5mm Canadian maple
top and back layers on a particle board. The 20cm width of the floor planks
modulate the position of all the elements, from the walls to the millwork.
The garden is enclosed by a 2.5m tall wood wall with horizontal slats to
emphasize the perspective and cast shadows of sunlight from above and of
spotlights from below.
A wood deck made of 14cm wide Ipe wood planks surrounds the house, runs up

To allow the maximum amount of light into the rooms, the façades have been
replaced by a custom designed structural silicon curtain wall, with base and
head mullions ﬂush with the ﬂoor and ceiling, and large pop-out sliding doors
to create interaction between indoor and outdoor. Because of the very low
temperatures of the winter, the heating solution is the combination of radiant

a sunbathing platform with a Jacuzzi inserted, and covers two long desks.
The sun shading is a horizontal system that runs on tracks inserted in steel
beams, as if the interior ground ﬂoor ceiling would be extended out. A steel
framed wood canopy on one side allows sitting outdoor in a rainy day..

ﬂoor heating, perimeter ﬂoor radiators along the curtain wall, a gas see-throughthe-outside ﬁreplace and a wood one.
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Future Editions
If you would like to contribute to the next edition of Artpower, please email us
your details to: info@artpower.com.cn.
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